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Tamil Nadu

Government untenable if it can't ensure 
girls' safety: TVK chief Vijay

Vijay referred to the brutal murder of a 17-year-old girl in Vilathikulam in Thoothukudi district, who was 
allegedly sexually assaulted and killed, and said the incident had shocked the conscience of society

CHENNAI: Actor and 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) president Vijay on 
Thursday mounted a sharp 
attack on the ruling DMK 
government, questioning 
the state of women's safety 
in Tamil Nadu in the wake 
of a series of violent crimes 
reported across Tamil 
Nadu in recent days.

In a statement, Vijay 
referred to the brutal mur-
der of a 17-year-old girl in 
Vilathikulam in 
Thoothukudi district, who 
was allegedly sexually 
assaulted and killed, and 
said the incident had 
shocked the conscience of 
society. He noted that the 
victim's parents and local 
residents were staging pro-
tests demanding justice.

The TVK leader also 
cited another incident near 
Madhuranthakam, where 
a 14-year-old girl was alleg-
edly sexually assaulted 
and left stranded in a forest 
area overnight before 
walking nearly 10 km to 
reach a police station the 

next morning.
"Chief Minister, who 

appears focused only on 
preserving his alliance, 
must explain where the 
safety of women and girl 
children in Tamil Nadu 
stands today," Vijay said.

Listing a series of recent 
crimes, he referred to vio-
lent attacks reported in 
Nanguneri, Sivaganga and 

Manamadurai, the abduc-
tion and sexual assault of a 
seven-year-old girl in 
Namakkal, an alleged cus-
todial death in 
Manamadurai, and the 
killing of a 70-year-old man 
in Krishnagiri, followed by 
the sexual assault of his 
wife.

Vijay said such inci-
dents occurring within a 

short span of time had 
shaken public confidence 
in law and order. "There is 
no safety for the public, for 
women, for children, for 
the elderly or for youth. 
People have begun asking 
whether such a govern-
ment is necessary," he 
said. Meanwhile, BJP lead-
er K Annamalai also criti-
cised the state government, 
citing reports of a college 
student from Tiruchy 
being abducted and sexu-
ally assaulted in Chennai 
while visiting the city for 
project work.

"Before the scars of the 
horrific sexual assault and 
murder of the Vilathikulam 
girl and the gang assault 
near Madhuranthakam 
could heal, yet another 
case has surfaced in the 
capital city, barely min-
utes away from the Chief 
Minister's residence," he 
said. "Every such incident 
is a painful reminder of the 
state of law and order 
under the DMK govern-
ment," Annamalai added.

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar sworn in as 
acting Governor in CM Stalin's presence

CHENNAI: Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar on 
Thursday took oath as the 
Governor, assuming 
charge in addition to his 
existing responsibilities as 
the Governor of Kerala.

The oath of office was 
administered by Chief 
Justice of the Madras High 
Court Sushrut Arvind 
Dharmadhikari at a brief 
ceremony held at the Lok 
Bhavan here. Arlekar took 
the oath in the name of 
God, pledging to faithfully 
discharge the functions of 
the Governor of Tamil 

Nadu and uphold the 
Constitution and the law.

Chief Minister MK 
Stalin attended the cere-
mony along with Union 
Minister L Murugan, sev-
eral judges of the Madras 
High Court, State 
Ministers, senior govern-
ment officials, and MPs. 
Leaders from various 
p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s 
were also 
p r e s e n t . 
A r l e k a r 
l a t e r 
exchanged 

greetings with the Chief 
Minister, judges and 
other dignitaries present 
at the event. According to 
Lok Bhavan officials, the 
arrangement is an inter-
im measure until further 
orders from the Union 
government regarding 
the gubernatorial post in 
Tamil Nadu.

Several express 
trains to run with 
changes via 
Tiruchy: Southern 
Railway
CHENNAI: Southern Railway 
has announced changes in the 
services of several express 
trains due to maintenance work 
being carried out in various sec-
tions of the Tiruchy division, 
according to Daily Thanthi.
According to the railway author-
ities, the SeSengottai–
Mayiladuthurai Express (Train 
No. 16848) will operate with 
changes from Thursday (March 
12) to March 17. The Mumbai 
CSTM Express (Train No. 12666) 
will run with changes on 
Thursday (March12) and March 
15 .Sim i larly ,  the 
Kanniyakumari–Howrah Ativi 
Raivu Express (Train No. 16128) 
will operate with revised servic-
es on Friday and 
S a t u r d a y , T i r u c h y t h e 
G u r u v a y u r – C h e n n a i 
Egmoreoperate with revised ser-
vices on Friday and Saturday, 
while the Guruvayur–Chennai 
Egmore Express (Train No. 
16128) will run with changes 
from Thursday to March 15.

No alliance talks held with TVK, 
says Palaniswami

HENNAI: AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami on 
Wednesday night dis-
missed reports of talks 

with Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) for an 
electoral alliance, calling 
the speculation “purely the 
media’s imagination”.

Experts call for integrated action to 
curb antibiotic resistance

CHENNAI: Antibiotic resistance 
is a critical global health threat 
due to excessive and inappropri-
ate use of antibiotics in humans, 
livestock and agriculture, warn 
health experts. A major concern is 
the growing tendency among peo-
ple to take antibiotics without 
medical advice.When antibiotics 
are misused, taken in the wrong 
dose or stopped midway, bacteria 
survive, mutate and become resis-
tant, making infections harder to 
treat.“If antibiotics are not taken 
properly, some bacteria survive, 
mutate and become resistant over 
time. Even simple infections can 

turn life threatening,” infectious 
disease expert Dr Surendran told 
DT Next. “Patients often discon-
tinue antibiotics once symptoms 
improve, instead of completing the 
full course, enabling harmful bac-
teria to persist. Self-medication, 
use of leftover antibiotics and 
pressure on doctors to prescribe 
them for viral infections like colds 
and flu worsen the problem.”

Antibiotic misuse extends 
beyond humans. Large quantities 
are used in poultry, dairy and 
livestock farming to accelerate 
growth and prevent disease. In 
agriculture, antibiotics used for 

crop protection contaminate soil 
and water. “These residues 
enter our food chain and water 
sources, contributing to resis-
tance. It is not only a medical 
problem but an environmental 
one too,” said environmental 
activist Sundarrajan of 
Poovulagin Nanbargal.The scale 
of the crisis is evident in global 
data. WHO estimates that nearly 
one in six bacterial infections 
worldwide is now antibiotic 
resistant. It warns that antibiot-
ic resistance could lead to 10 
million deaths annually by 2050 
if urgent action is not taken.

Madras HC grants interim stay on 
civil suit against Anbumani

CHENNAI: The Madras High Court 
has granted an interim stay on the pro-
ceedings in a civil suit filed by S 
Ramadoss against Anbumani Ramadoss 
concerning the use of the name and 
symbol of the Pattali Makkal Katchi 
(PMK).Earlier, PMK founder S 
Ramadoss had filed a civil suit before 
the Chennai Civil Court seeking a direc-
tion restraining Anbumani Ramadoss 
from using the party's name and sym-
bol.He also sought to set aside the com-
munication issued by the Election 
Commission of India allocating the 
party symbol by referring to Anbumani 
as the party president, and further 
prayed that he himself be declared as 
the president of the PMK. When the 
matter came up for hearing before 
Justice M Dharmaprabu, a counter affi-
davit was filed on behalf of Dr Anbumani 
Ramadoss. In the counter affidavit, it 
was stated that S Ramadoss, about 87 
years old, is not in a position to make 
administrative decisions due to his age 
and allied medical conditions.

Ramadoss's side also filed a rejoinder 
affidavit. In his rejoinder, it was stated 
that Anbumani, when he got the chance 
to serve as the president of the party 
without any effort, brought down the 
party through poor performance, lead-
ing to the loss of its recognition. After 
hearing the submissions, the Justice 
adjourned the matter to March 13.

Meanwhile, Vadivel Ravanan, 
General Secretary of the PMK, filed a 
petition before the Madras High Court. 
In his petition, he stated that the suit 
had been filed by Ramadoss without 
impleading him as a party to the pro-
ceedings, despite his position in the 
party.However, the Civil Court rejected 
his submission. Therefore, he sought a 
direction from the court to dismiss the 
suit filed by Ramadoss before the Civil 
Court.When the matter came up for 
hearing before Justice TV Tamilselvi, 
the Judge granted an interim stay on 
the Civil Court proceedings and direct-
ed Ramadoss and Anbumani, ECI, to 
respond to his plea. 

No alliance talks held with TVK, 
says Palaniswami

HENNAI: AIADMK 
general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami 
on Wednesday night dis-
missed reports of talks 
with Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) for an 
electoral alliance, calling 
the speculation “purely 
the media’s imagina-
tion”.

Responding to ques-
tions from reporters in 
T i r u c h i r a p p a l l i , 
Palaniswami said the 
AIADMK had not held 
any discussions with the 
party led by actor-politi-
cian Vijay. He also said 
seat-sharing talks with 
allies had not yet begun 
and would be announced 
when the process starts.

The AIADMK leader 
was speaking after meet-
ing Union Ministers 
Piyush Goyal and L 
Murugan following an 

NDA rally addressed by 
Narendra  Modi. 
Palaniswami also 
criticised  Chief 
Minister MK Stalin 
for describing the 
upcoming Assembly 
election as a contest 
between Delhi and 
Tamil Nadu, saying 
the remarks reflected 
a lack of confidence. 
He expressed confi-
dence that the 
AIADMK-led NDA 
would perform well in 
the polls.

Meanwhile, a day ear-
lier, BJP national gener-
al council member K 
Annamalai also dis-
missed speculation about 
a TVK-AIADMK alli-
ance, saying there had 
been no negotiations and 
that ideological differ-
ences made such a part-
nership unlikely.


